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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com

Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593

e mmmmm General Contractor

Clean | Courteous | Conscientious
On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Cabinet Modifications & Repairs

Building cabinetry for over 25 years:
* Large TVs/ Refrigerators and appliances
* Recycle Bins and shelf pullouts
* Cabinet water damage and repairs

925.827.1093

www.TheCabinetMd.com
Licensed Cabinet & Millwork Contractor #598395

We

April Matthews

Buy .

IT’S APRIL IN LLAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

Consistently Representing Buyers and
Sellers in Successful Transactions

Sell « Live « Lamorinda

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

wwwiuillageassociates.com  «

CalBRE#01221153
www.dreamhomelamorinda.com

Giving Dreams an Address

93 Moraga Way, #103, Orinda
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“It was the center of my social
world, not Campo,” he said. “I
made good friends there, whom |
still see.”

Vasgersian returns to Moraga
at least twice a year; his parents
live in the same house where he
was raised. “When | come back,
it’s hard to see how run-down the
Rheem Shopping Center is,” Vas-
gersian said. “And the Moraga
Tennis Club. It was a vibrant, alive
place, now closed, abandoned, in
disrepair.” He contemplated pur-
chasing the club, but he moved no
further along than kicking the tires.

Vasgersian’s broadcasting ca-
reer began shortly after he gradu-
ated with a communications de-
gree from USC in 1989. “I was a
volunteer at an Armenian summer
camp,” he said. “A fellow volun-
teer mentioned that he needed a
play-by-play announcer for a base-
ball team he owned in Huntington,
West Virginia. It became my first
gig.”

He ascended through every
level of professional baseball, start-
ing with his first major play-by-
play job for a minor league team
in the California desert, then to El
Paso, to Syracuse, to Tucson. “The
hotels were uninhabitable, the bus
rides were torture, but what a per-
fect training ground,” Vasgersian

said. He named Ken Brett, owner
of the High Desert franchise, as his
mentor and top influence. “He was
always encouraging, always telling
me to just be myself,” he said.

After five years doing televi-
sion for the Milwaukee Brewers
and seven years with the San Di-
ego Padres, Vasgersian switched in
January 2009 to the MLB Network
start-up. “Play-by-play is such a
debilitating lifestyle, especially
with a family,” he said. “When |
do games on the network and see
the local team announcers, |1 am
amazed | was able to do that for so
many years.”

Vasgersian co-hosts the net-
work morning show MLB Central,
and he does play-by-play for many
of the network showcase games.
He has broadcast the Olympics for
NBC, baseball and NFL football
for Fox and college football’s Fe-
dEx Orange Bowl and the Tostitos
Fiesta Bowl. His announcing style
features a smooth, straight delivery,
without the gimmickry and hysteri-
cal home run calls that define many
of his peers.

Well, at least most of the time.

While in San Diego, Vasgersian
impersonated lead singer Geddy
Lee of Rush and sang the lyrics
to “Fly by Night” as he described
a Padres’ home run to the TV au-

Moraga Native is MLB Network Host

dience. (It’s worth checking out
on YouTube.) Several years later
Lee — a huge Toronto Blue Jays
fan — appeared on MLB Central,
listened to the home run call and
told Vasgersian that he nailed it.
“Awesome!” Lee said. Vasgersian
pointed to that endorsement as the
highlight of his seven years with
the network — probably not sur-
prising coming from the kid who
crashed Eddie Money’s wedding.

Vasgersian lives in New Jersey
but still harbors a soft spot for the
A’s. “The product is more impor-
tant than people think,” he said.
“I’m tired of hearing about money.
The A’s were a top-drawer team in
the 80s and they can be again. And
I resent the tinkering with the ros-
ter. 1 just wish they could sustain
it.”

There is little doubt that Mor-
aga is firmly embedded in Vasger-
sian’s art, even more so now that
he is married with three children.
“I’d love to find a community for
my family just like Moraga, if not
Moraga,” Vasgersian said.

With the new owners promis-
ing improvements and upgrades to
the Rheem Shopping Center, it may
be just the thing to lure Vasgersian
back home.

Visit Dudum Real Estate Group at the

Lafayette Art & Wine Festival
Saturday & Sunday, September 17 & 18
(Uncle Yu's parking lot, Booth #UY10)
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